Don't let climate crush coral efforts
June's International Coral Reef Symposium brought together more than 2,500 influential people who work on coral reefs, yet discussion centred on solving the global-scale issue of climate change, following a worldwide coral-bleaching event (Nature http://doi.org/bdmn; 2015). In our view, the symposium missed an important opportunity to develop real conservation outcomes for coral reefs at a local scale (see J. E. Cinner et al. Nature 535, 416-419; 2016 
Venezuela's brain drain is accelerating
Your interview with the president of the Latin American Academy of Sciences, Claudio Bifano, barely reflects the scale of the scientific crisis in Venezuela (Nature 535, 336-337; 2016) . Its academic brain drain, for instance, is worse than indicated.
The figures you quote for scientists leaving Venezuela are from a preprint we released at the end of last year. Since then, the number has swollen rapidly from 1,504 to 1,820 -up from 1,783 in July, when the full paper was published (J. Requena and C. Caputo Interciencia 41, 444-453; 2016 349-350; 2016) . To help safeguard water-catchment services against these social changes, communities should become more involved in water-management issues.
Urbanization and industrial and agricultural developments all generate changes in legislation, policy and demographics. These can adversely affect water-catchment services, which provide social, cultural and environmental benefits such as flood defence, recreational space, geodiversity and increased biodiversity.
Catchment-management initiatives, such as improving drinking-water quality and offsetting flood risk, are estimated to cost more than £100 billion (US$130 billion) over the next 15 years in England alone. By engaging with these initiatives, local communities can contribute to their implementation and ensure that they are cost-effective. Alec Rolston Dundalk Institute of Technology, Ireland. alec.rolston@dkit.ie faces significant methodological challenges. In a small study of 81 participants, for example, we found that those with Down's, Williams or PraderWilli syndromes all had health problems related to diet and inactivity; also, there were important differences between disease groups and between women and men (M. Nordstrøm et al. Food Nutr. Res. 59, 25487; 2015) . Although such differences need to be underpinned by a wider evidence base from international collaborations, they indicate that a more sophisticated and personalized approach to care is paramount.
People with rare syndromes lack the political power of larger patient groups, so advances depend on holistic scientific insights and on funders overcoming their reluctance to support marginalized research. Svein Olav Kolset University of Oslo, Norway. s.o.kolset@medisin.uio.no 200 or so Venezuelan scientists a year. Hugo Chávez took over as president in 1999 and, in my view, 16 years of disastrous science policies followed. Jaime Requena Academy of Physical, Mathematical and Natural Sciences, Venezuela. requena.j@gmail.com 
